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City of Unley Community Profile Snapshot

High average income

Low unemployment

High education

41% of residents  
own their own home 
without a mortgage

TOTAL POPULATION WORKPLACE

37,721 

10%19%

26%
18%

27%

34.7% 14,775

AGE DEMOGRAPHIC

65+ yrs
0-9 yrs

10-24 yrs

25-44 yrs

45-64 yrs

PROSPERITY

working residents that 
work in the CBD

travel to Unley to work 
each day

MEDIAN AGE

41
yrs

37,721 44,221 

INCREASING POPULATION  ESTIMATED GROWTH TO 2040

2016 2040
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City of Unley Community Profile Snapshot

Couples 
with children

Couples  
without children

One parent 
families Other

Lone person 
households

DIVERSITY

HOUSEHOLD TYPES

Households that 
have access to at 
least one vehicle.

Source: .id City of Unley

27.8% 24.4% 7.8% 11%29%

Top 3 from UK, China, India

residents  
born overseas residents walk  

or cycle to work 

MEDIUM DENSITY HOUSING MEDIANCOMMUNITY SUPPORT AND CARING

Unley

43%

91.3%83.7%

2,223 25.5%

21.4% 1,646

Greater Adelaide 

26%
INTERNET ACCESS

Households that have 
an internet connection. 

People that require 
assistance with  
core activities

People aged over 15 
years who volunteer

VEHICLE OWNERSHIP
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Introduction
The Community Profile summarises 
population demographics for the  
City of Unley and considers the 
implications of the data and social trends.

The Community Profile has been developed to assist 
Council to strategically plan for its communities 
including understanding the needs of diverse 
community groups, and determining potential 
priorities relating to policy and planning for open 
space, public realm, facilities and services. 

Data will be considered when undertaking planning 
for community groups, residential and commercial 
developments, community and recreation facilities, 
open spaces, public realm and the range of social 
services provided by Council and other agencies and 
groups. The report outlines data for the City of Unley  
local government area as well as for individual 
suburbs within the City.

Data is drawn from 2016 Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) Census data using profile.id with comparisons 
to 2011, 2006, 2001 and Greater Adelaide (Greater 
Capital City Statistical Area) data where appropriate. 
ABS Randomisation has been applied to some data 
sets, which may impact final totals. 

The data relates to Place of Usual Residence, which 
is defined by ABS as the geographic area in which a 
person usually lives. Any data relating to dwellings 
and households is ‘enumerated’, which is defined by 
ABS as the geographical area in which a dwelling 
(and therefore the persons within the dwelling) was 
enumerated (counted) on Census night.

The Community Profile data will be reviewed and 
updated every five years following the availability  
of new Census data. 
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The City’s Population
Medians Compared to Greater Adelaide and South Australia

Data Focus City of Unley Greater Adelaide South Australia

Median age 41 39 40

Non-English speaking backgrounds 17% 17% 14%

Couples with children 28% 29% 27%

Older couples (aged 65+) without children 17% 19% 20%

Median weekly household income $1,629 $1,261 $1,203

Households with a mortgage 29% 35% 34%

Households renting 30% 28% 28%

Median weekly rent $321 $288 $268

University attendance 9% 6% 5%

Medium and high density housing 43% 26% 22%

Source: profile.id City of Unley
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Compared to Greater Adelaide and  
South Australia the City of Unley has:

A higher median age (but not significantly higher)

A similar proportion of couples with children

Similar cultural diversity to Greater Adelaide

Fewer older couples without children

Households with a higher income

Fewer households paying a mortgage 

More households renting and higher rental costs

A greater proportion of people with a higher education

More higher density housing.
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Age Profile
In 2016 the City of Unley had a population of 37,721 which is an increase  
of 879 since 2011 and 2,577 since 2001. Council estimates that the  
2016 population will increase by a further 6,500 by 2040 based  
on a targeted growth response to the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide.

In 2016, the median age for the City of Unley was 41, 
which is older than the Greater Adelaide median age 
of 39. In 2011, the median age for the City of Unley 
was 39, suggesting the population is ageing. 

The City of Unley has a mix of age groups, with  
most age groups being similar to Greater Adelaide  
as shown in the chart and graphs. 

In 2016, the age groups that differ most  
to Greater Adelaide include:

Young children with 4.7% 0-4 year olds compared  
to 5.9% for Greater Adelaide

The 85 years and over group with 4.3% of the 
population compared to 2.6% for Greater Adelaide.

Since 2011, the City of Unley has experienced an 
increase in the number of ageing and older adults 
with +830 60-69 year olds, +563 70-79 year olds and 
+119 85 years and over. However, there has also been 
an increase in the number of children and youth, with 
+292 5-14 year olds and +147 15-19 year olds.

The age groups that have declined most since 2011 are:

Babies and toddlers aged 0-4 years (-239)

Young adults aged 20-24 years (-256)

Young and middle aged adults aged 35-44 years (-221)

Older adults aged 80-84 years (-133).

The age profile data suggests that between 2011 and 
2016 the population as a whole has aged slightly, 
with 25.3% of the population aged 60 years or over 
compared to 22.3% in 2011.

However, whilst the City of Unley has larger 
proportions of older and ageing adults and there  
have been fewer new borns over the past five years:

Many people in the City of Unley are young and 
potentially very active. 80.9% is under 65 years  
and 35.5% is under 30 years 

The City of Unley has a diversity of young and middle 
aged adults, children, youth and active ageing adults, 
as well as older adults.

0% 0%

0-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75-79 
80-84 
85+
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50-54 
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20% 20%40% 40%60% 60%80% 80% 100%

2016 City of Unley Age Profile  
Compared to Greater Adelaide 

2016 City of Unley Age Profile  
Comparison: 2016, 2011 and 2006

Source: profile.id City of Unley Source: profile.id City of Unley

Unley LGA
Greater Adelaide 2016 2011 2006
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2016 Service Age Group Breakdown Compared to Greater Adelaide

Group Age Number City of Unley % Greater Adelaide %

Babies and pre-schoolers 0-4yrs 1,761 4.7% 5.9%

Primary schoolers 5-11yrs 2,983 7.9% 8.2%

Secondary schoolers 12-17yrs 2,475 6.6% 6.9%

Tertiary education and independence 18-24yrs 3,534 9.4% 9.5%

Young workforce 25-34yrs 5,104 13.5% 13.8%

Parents and homebuilders 35-49yrs 7,480 19.8% 19.7%

Older workers and pre-retirees 50-59yrs 4,802 12.7% 13.1%

Empty nesters and retirees 60-69yrs 4,475 11.9% 11.1%

Seniors 70-84yrs 3,462 9.2% 9.3%

Elderly aged 85 years+ 1,637 4.3% 2.6%

Total 37,713 100.0% 100.0%

Source: profile.id City of Unley

There will continue to be demand for diverse services 
and activity opportunities to cater for all age groups 
in the community. This includes sport and recreation 
facilities, library services, community centres, 
education activities and programs, volunteer services, 
child care, continued strong linkages with schools  
and various other services.

The need for services that support children is likely to 
remain strong including play spaces, sport, recreation 
and arts opportunities, and child care.

Young people are key groups that will require 
opportunities to participate in learning, and cultural, 
social and recreation activities.

It will be important to support middle aged and ageing 
adults to remain healthy, active and independent as 
they age. This justifies Council’s active ageing position 
and agenda.

Older people who live in aged care may require less 
support from Council than those who live in their 
own home. However, social inclusion programs that 
enable all people in aged care to be part of the broader 
community will be important. 

The demand for facilities and services are likely  
to increase as the population increases in size.

Age  
Profile

Considerations
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People Movement
In 2016, 14,248 persons aged five years 
and over had a different usual address 
from 2011. This represents 39.6% of all 
people aged five years and over in 2016. 
The figure includes 1,645 people who 
moved within the same statistical area. 

The City of Unley incorporates two statistical areas.

The total number of people aged five years  
and over who moved from a different statistical  
area since 2011 was 12,603 including 8,279  
from within South Australia, 1,532 from  
interstate and 2,781 from overseas.   

New residents could require information and support 
to assist them to settle into their new environment and 
to ensure awareness of the services available.

There may be a need to support people migrating  
from overseas, such as strengthening English 
language skills, assisting people to integrate within  
the community and assisting people to prepare  
for entry into the work force.

People  
Movement

Considerations

Overseas 
19.6%

Same 
Statistical 
Area 
11.6%

Other States 
10.8%

Other South Australia 
57.9%

City of Unley  
Population Migration  
Between 2011 and 2016
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Household Character
The City of Unley has diverse household 
types with the main groups being 
couples with children, couples without 
children and lone person households. 

There has been a gradual increase in couples  
with children over the years with 24.5% in 2001,  
26.2% in 2006, 27.1% in 2011 and now 27.8% in 2016. 
The 2016 figure is comparable with Greater Adelaide, 
which was 28.7%.

7.8% of households are ‘one parent families’ which 
is less than Greater Adelaide (11.1%) and similar to 
2001 (7.7%). 24.4% of households are ‘couples without 
children’ which is similar to Greater Adelaide (24.8%). 

29% of households are a ‘lone person’, which is 
more than Greater Adelaide (26.2%) but less than in 
2001 when the figure was 33.4%. Of the lone person 
households in 2016:

3.8% are young people (15-24 years)

12.3% are young adults (25-34 years)

23.7% are middle aged (35-54 years)

35.7% are ageing adults (55-74 years)

24.5% are older adults (75 years and over).

There is a need to provide a range of services 
including for families with children, couples without 
children and people living alone.

The household data suggests there could be an 
increasing demand for children’s services including 
child care, library services, literacy and learning 
opportunities and sport and recreation activity 
participation opportunities.

People living alone may be socially isolated and 
require opportunities to integrate and socialise 
with others. This highlights the need to provide 
opportunities for people to interact and connect  
with others in the community.

Older people living alone can be at risk of health  
issues and may require additional support  
(e.g. volunteer programs, ‘meals on wheels’, 
homebound library services, community centres). 

Household  
Character

Considerations

30%

Unley LGA Greater Adelaide

20%

10%

0% Couples  
With Children

Couples  
Without Children

One Parent  
Families

Lone  
Persons

Group 
Household

Other

City of Unley Household Types 2016 Compared to Greater Adelaide

Source: profile.id City of Unley
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In 2016, 70.4% of the City of Unley 
population was born in Australia 
(compared to 68.2% for Greater Adelaide). 

A further 24.7% was born overseas including 17.2% 
from non-English speaking background countries and 
7.5% from predominantly English speaking countries.

The number of people born in non-English speaking 
countries has increased by 2,312 since 2001 with the 
greatest increases from those born in China and India.

An age breakdown for the ‘Top five countries of birth’ 
outside of Australia is provided below.

* Includes England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and North Ireland Percentages are rounded up or down and therefore do not total 100% exactly

The increasing number of people born in non-English 
speaking countries suggests the City is becoming 
more multicultural which could increase the need 
for services that support cultural groups (e.g. English 
classes, easy to read information).

The Greek and Italian communities have large 
proportions of older adults who are likely to benefit 
from connecting and conversing with people from  
their home country. Social groups and services that 
support these groups should therefore be continued 
while there is demand.

More recent immigrants from China and India include 
larger proportions of young people with children 
or who could have children in the future. This will 
increase the demand for spaces and services that 
support young families and young people.

There is potential to further support and recognise 
indigenous people in the community.

Source: profile.id City of Unley

Cultural Diversity

City of Unley Place of Birth in 2016 (top 10 countries)

Country of Birth
(Top 10  
Countries)

Population 
Numbers

Proportion  
of Population

2016 2001 2016 2001

Australia 26,554 26,702 70.4% 76.0%

United Kingdom 1,999 2,131 5.3% 6.1%

China 1,209 136 3.2% 0.4%

India 660 108 1.8% 0.3%

Greece 558 784 1.5% 2.2%

Italy 443 629 1.2% 1.8%

New Zealand 322 296 0.9% 0.8%

Malaysia 317 285 0.8% 0.8%

Germany 228 261 0.6% 0.7%

South Korea 171 62 0.5% 0.2%

Age Breakdown for People Born Outside Australia (top five countries)

Country of Birth 0-4 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+

United Kingdom* 0.7% 4.4% 4.2% 16.0% 21.3% 21.3% 17.3% 8.6% 6.3%

China 0.8% 6.6% 30.6% 47.5% 7.1% 4.5% 2.2% 0.3% 0.2%

India 3.3% 11.3% 7.1% 61.3% 6.6% 3.6% 3.6% 1.6% 1.8%

Greece 0.0% 0.5% 1.4% 1.6% 4.6% 12.2% 27.8% 38.2% 13.6%

Italy 0.0% 2.0% 1.1% 4.9% 4.5% 12.8% 24.6% 31.6% 18.9%

The City of Unley population includes 161 Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, up from 144 in 2011.

The data highlights that whilst a large proportion of 
people are born in Australia, the City of Unley has 
become more multicultural in recent years. 26.8% of 
‘overseas arrivals’ arrived in Australia between 2011 
and 2016 and a further 13.7% arrived in 2006 to 2010.

Cultural  
Diversity

Considerations
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Religion

The main religious followings  
in the City of Unley are:

38.7% No religion 

17.1% Western (Roman) Catholic 

11.1% Anglican

5.6% Uniting Church

5.1% Greek Orthodox. 

However, other less traditional religions such as 
Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam are followed (1.6%, 
1.6% and 1.2% of the population respectively in 2016). 
This is consistent with the increasing numbers of 
people born in non-English speaking countries  
over the past 15 years. 

38.7% of the population stated they had no religion 
and 8% did not respond.

It will be important to consider and respect the 
different religious beliefs and practices when 
providing facilities and services to the community.

Religion
Considerations
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Employment and Education
The main occupation categories  
for people aged 15 years and  
over in the City of Unley are:

38.5% Professionals

15.4% Managers 

12.4% Clerical and administrative workers

9.8%  Community and personal service workers.

This compares with 22.3%, 11.5%, 14.1% and 12.3% 
respectively for Greater Adelaide.

The City of Unley community is well educated with:

67.9%  of people aged 15 years and over having 
completed year 12 or equivalent compared to  
51.6% for Greater Adelaide

8.9%  of the population having attended university 
compared to 5.7% for Greater Adelaide

53.8%  of persons aged 15 years and over having 
completed a Bachelor or post graduate degree 
compared to 33.3% for Greater Adelaide.

Information on resident workers and local workers is 
provided below.

A well educated community with professional 
employment could be time poor, whilst recognising 
the importance of a balanced lifestyle and health and 
wellbeing. This highlights the importance of having 
flexible opportunities for people to participate in their 
community including through markets and events on 
weekends and opportunities to use facilities and open 
spaces in the evenings.

People in senior management positions can 
experience stress and this increases the importance 
of living in a quality environment and having access 
to facilities, open spaces and services that support 
healthy lifestyles.

 Many people travel out of the City of Unley for work 
and therefore may need to use services outside of 
business hours.  

Workers coming into the area will have a range of 
needs including recreation parks to visit, services  
to use and places to park vehicles.

People travelling to and from the City of Unley for work 
will create vehicle traffic issues. Ideally more people 
would be encouraged and supported to work within 
their local area through increased local employment 
and ‘work from home’ opportunities.

Employment Location of Resident Workers 2016

Location Number %

Live and work in the area 3,493 19%

Live in the area but work outside 14,425 78.3%

No fixed place of work 507 2.8%

Total employed residents in the area 18,425

Residential Location of Local Workers 2016

Location Number %

Live and work in the area 3,493 18.1%

Work in the area, but live outside 15,842 81.9%

Total workers in the area 19,335

Source: profile.id City of Unley

Source: profile.id City of Unley

Employment  
and Education  

Considerations
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Socio-economics
The City of Unley is a higher socio- 
economic area with generally higher 
incomes and high employment levels. 

For example:

The median weekly household income is $1,629 
compared to $1,261 for Greater Adelaide

28.2% of households earn $2,500 or more per week 
compared to 16.7% for Greater Adelaide

14.6% of individuals earn $2,000 or more per week 
compared to 6.0% for Greater Adelaide

Only 6.9% of households earn less than $400 each week 
compared to 8.1% for Greater Adelaide.

61.9% of people aged 15 and over are in the labour 
force, which has reduced since 2011 from 64.1%. 
33.4% are not in the labour force (compared to 
31.8% in 2011). 5.8% of the work force is unemployed 
compared to 7.7% for Greater Adelaide. 

The SEIFA index of relative socio-economic 
disadvantage for 2011 suggests the City of Unley is less 
disadvantaged with a score of 1,064.9. Based on the 
2011 SEIFA Index, the City of Unley is the sixth least 
disadvantaged local government area in South Australia.

In addition, 33.3% of households fully own their 
housing compared to 29.6% for Greater Adelaide and 
only 29.3% of households have a mortgage compared 
to 35.1% for Greater Adelaide. However, 31.4% of 
households with a mortgage repay $2,600 or more  
a month compared to 14.1% for Greater Adelaide.

A large proportion of people living in the City of Unley 
are relatively affluent and should therefore have 
the financial capacity to pursue activities and use 
facilities and services. However, affordable activity 
opportunities should still be provided to support  
lower income households, older adults and students 
who are likely to earn lower incomes. 

The increasing proportion of people not in the labour 
force suggests that more people could have time for 
community and recreation activities including 
volunteering, arts and crafts and fitness activities. 
People who have recently retired could be seeking 
support in identifying and pursuing activity opportunities.

High mortgage commitments could become an issue in 
the future for some households if interest rates increase.

Socio-  
Economic  

Considerations
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Dwelling types in the City of Unley  
are diverse with an increasing number 
of medium and high density housing.  

For example:

Only 57.1% of dwellings are a separate house 
compared to 73.1% for Greater Adelaide

38.6% of dwellings are medium density  
(semi-detached, row or terrace house, flat, unit or 
apartment) compared to 23.9% for Greater Adelaide

3.9% are high density compared to 2.3%  
for Greater Adelaide

In 2001, 61.4% of dwellings were separate houses, 
35.2% were medium density housing and 2.8%  
were high density compared to 74.9%, 22.5%  
and 1.4% respectively for Greater Adelaide.

The reduced number of separate dwellings and the 
increase in medium and higher density suggests the 
character of the City of Unley is changing, potentially 
through sub divisions and apartment developments.  
This could increase the need for parks and walkable 
neighbourhoods with street trees to compensate  
for the increased development.

Smaller and medium density housing will provide 
affordable housing and support lone persons and older 
age groups, which will match and maintain the balanced 
population character of the City of Unley.

Where there is medium and higher density housing there 
can be greater demand for open space, indoor 
recreation facilities, public places, entertainment 
opportunities (e.g. plazas, cinemas and café areas) and 
green infrastructure including appealing streetscapes.

Where people have smaller back yards there can be 
greater demand for community gardens and productive 
landscape initiatives.

Opportunities for partnerships with adjoining Councils, 
schools and community organisations will be required  
to meet community needs created by housing density 
(e.g. improvements to Adelaide Park Lands, community 
access to school open space and facilities).

Dwelling Types
Dwelling Type  
Considerations

80%

Unley LGA Greater Adelaide

60%

40%

20%

0% Separate House Medium Density High Density Other or Not Stated

Dwelling Types  
City of Unley with Greater Adelaide Comparison

Source: profile.id City of Unley
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Car Ownership and Travel to Work
Only 8.7% of dwellings in the City of 
Unley do not own a motor vehicle, 
which is similar to Greater Adelaide 
(7.8%). 39.1% of dwellings have one 
vehicle and 46.6% have two or more 
vehicles compared to 35.4% and 50.4% 
respectively for Greater Adelaide. 

In relation to the main method of travel to work,  
a large proportion of people aged 15 years and  
over drove a motor vehicle as highlighted below.

69.4% Car as a driver

7.6% Bus

5.7% Car as a passenger

5.6% Bicycle

5.3% Walked only

3.0% Tram

0.73% Motorbike/ scooter

0.56% Train

1.4% Other 

The above figures are based on ABS 2016  
‘total one method’ data.

Many people are likely travel to facilities, open spaces and 
services using a motor vehicle and this highlights the need 
to manage traffic and also encourage people to use 
other means of travel (public transport, cycling, walking).

A proportion of the population rely on walking and bike 
riding to travel around the City and this highlights the 
need for good footpaths and bikeway networks.

It will be important to support older people who may  
not have access to a vehicle and are too elderly to  
ride a bike or walk e.g. through community transport to 
reduce the risk of isolation and health related issues.

Houses in the City of Unley may not have usable 
driveways and garages and vehicles will be parked on 
the streets as a result (particularly where the dwelling 
has two or more vehicles and where there is medium 
density housing). This can create congestion in streets, 
which impacts on other residents and traffic 
management and highlights the need for carefully 
managed parking permits.

Car  
Ownership and  
Travel to Work  

Considerations

0%

No  
Motor Vehicles

1  
Motor Vehicle

2 
Motor Vehicles

3 or More  
Motor Vehicles

10% 20% 30% 40%

City of Unley Car Ownership at Dwellings

Unley LGA

Greater Adelaide

Source: profile.id City of Unley
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5.9% of the community requires 
assistance with core activities. This 
represents 2,223 people. A large 
proportion of these people (54.9%) are 
aged 80 and over and may reside in an 
aged care facility. However, of those who 
require assistance with core activities, 
135 are children and young people (0-19 
years) and 361 are 20 to 59 year olds. 

The number of people needing assistance has 
increased by 152 people since 2011 and 393 people 
since 2006.

3,810 people provided unpaid assistance to ‘a person 
with a disability, long term illness or old age’.

There is a need to continue to support community 
members who have a disability or require  
assistance as carers.

The demand for community support could increase in the 
future due to the government’s approach to Consumer 
Directed Care funding and the possibility that older people 
could live in their own home longer (refer Trends pg 30).

Community Support and Caring
Community  

Support  
Considerations
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Technology
In 2016, 12,878 households had an 
internet connection which represents 
83.7% of households, 4.4% more  
than in Greater Adelaide (79.3%).  

The proportion of City of Unley households with 
internet in previous years was 77.9% in 2011 and 
63.8% in 2006, highlighting an increasing connection 
to technology over the years.

Only 11.4% of dwellings did not have a connection 
compared to 16.6% in 2011 and 31.5% in 2006.

The increasing proportion of households with internet 
access increases the opportunity to communicate and 
engage with the community, promote services and 
enable bookings through the internet. 

There is likely to be increasing demand for programs 
and initiatives that support digital literacy and assist 
people to achieve good use of the internet and related 
new technologies.

People could require access to Wi-Fi and other new 
technologies in public places and open space.

It will be important to consider the constraints for 
those who do not have access to the internet,  
which could include older people.

Technology   
Considerations
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Volunteering is strong in the City of 
Unley with 8,080 people aged 15 years 
and over (25.5%) providing volunteer 
services. This compares with 19.5% for 
Greater Adelaide. These figures are 
greater than in 2011 where there were 
6,963 volunteers (22.5% compared to 
17.7% for Greater Adelaide).

The strong and increasing focus on volunteering  
in the City of Unley compared to Greater Adelaide  
is likely to reflect the commitment by Council to 
coordinating volunteer programs, which there  
is justification to continue.

There could be an opportunity to redefine the policy 
position on volunteering in the future, particularly in 
respect to the type and nature of work available, the 
timing of work and establishing transition programs 
from full time paid work to retirement. There is 
potential to support ‘New Volunteering’ and further 
strengthen the community’s involvement in volunteering.

Volunteering

Volunteering   
Considerations



23



24

Diversity Across Suburbs
The City of Unley has 16 defined  
suburbs as listed below. Most of the 
suburbs have a small population, 
which contributes to the personal and 
community oriented character of the City.

The City of Unley suburbs vary in relation to age 
profile and household character. A number of the 
suburbs have larger proportions of children and 
couples with children, others have larger proportions 
of couples without children, and others have larger 
proportions of older adults.

The main character of each suburb  
is summarised below.

Suburbs are included in a group if there is a 
larger proportion of people with the characteristic 
compared to overall City of Unley figures. 

The ‘mixed character group’ refers to suburbs that 
have a balance of household types (families with 
children, couples without children and older persons).

*  A small part of Keswick is within the City of Unley and  
this has been included in the Wayville data by profile.id

2016 Suburb Population

Suburb* Population Size

Black Forest 1,928

Clarence Park 2,571

Everard Park 1,081

Forestville 1,432

Fullarton 4,076

Goodwood 3,019

Highgate 1,710

Hyde Park 1,708

Kings Park 544

Malvern 2,621

Millswood 2,126

Myrtle Bank 2,838

Parkside 4,865

Unley 3,909

Unley Park 1,446

Wayville 1,825
Source: profile.id City of Unley

Main Character in Suburbs (as at 2016)

Children 
and Family 
Focus

Couples 
without 
Children 
Focus

Older 
Persons 
Focus

Mixed 
Character

Forestville Hyde Park Everard Park Black Forest 

Highgate Fullarton 
Clarence 
Park

Malvern Kings Park Goodwood

Millswood Myrtle Bank Parkside

Unley Park Unley

Wayville
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Source: City of Unley based on ABS 2016 Census data (not to scale)
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City of Unley Suburbs

Age Profile Key Characteristics

Young Adults  
(25-34 yrs)

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of young  
adults (compared to  
13.6% for City of Unley):

• Wayville (19.7%)
• Everard Park (18.4%)
• Parkside (18%)
• Goodwood (17.4%)
• Black Forest (17.1%)
• Forestville (16.9%)
• Unley (16.1%)

A larger proportion  
of young adults could  
result in an increase in 
children in the future.

Ageing Adults   
(60-69 yrs)

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of people 
who are beginning to age 
(compared to 11.8%  
for City of Unley):

• Malvern (15.1%)
• Kings Park (14.9%)
• Unley Park (14.6%)
• Hyde Park (14.1%)
• Millswood (13.4%)

Older Adults    
(70+ yrs)

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of older  
adults (compared to  
13.5% for City of Unley):

• Myrtle Bank (29.8%)
• Kings Park (26.3%)
• Fullarton (19.7%)
• Everard Park (17.4%)

Youth  
(15-24 yrs)

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of youth 
(compared to 12.6%  
for City of Unley):

• Highgate (17.7%)

• Wayville (17.6%)
• Hyde Park (14.3%)
• Unley Park (14%)

Children  
(0-14 yrs)

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of children 
(compared to 15.9% for 
City of Unley):

• Millswood (18.6%)
• Unley Park (18.1%)
• Highgate (17.5%)
• Forestville (17%)

Source: profile.id City of Unley
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City of Unley Suburbs

Household Key Characteristics

One Parent 
Families

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of one parent 
families (compared to 
7.8% for City of Unley):

• Hyde Park (11.2%)
• Malvern (10.6%)
• Clarence Park (8.9%)
• Highgate (8.9%)

Lone Person 
Households

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of lone 
person households 
(compared to 29%  
for City of Unley):

• Kings Park (41.7%)
• Everard Park (39.3%)
• Fullarton (35.3%)
• Myrtle Bank (33.7%)
• Clarence Park (32%)

Couples  
Without  
Children

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of Couples 
without Children 
(compared to 24.4% for 
City of Unley):

• Unley Park (31.5%)
• Hyde Park (27.8%)
• Malvern (27.5%)
• Kings Park (26.4%)

Couples  
With  
Children

Suburbs with larger 
proportions of Couples 
with Children (compared 
to 27.8% for City of 
Unley):

• Millswood (43.8%)
• Highgate (37.2%)
• Malvern (34.7%)
• Unley Park (34.6%)
• Forestville (29.3%)

Source: profile.id City of Unley
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City of Unley Suburbs

Key Median Data
Suburb*

Median 
Age

Non-English 
Speaking 
Background

Median 
Weekly 
Household 
Income

Households 
with a 
Mortgage

Households 
Renting

Median 
Weekly 
Rent

Medium 
and High 
Density 
Housing

Black Forest 37 15% $1,300 28% 34% $270 43%

Clarence Park 39 13% $1,431 32% 30% $290 37%

Everard Park 39 16% $1,158 21% 42% $267 68%

Forestville 35 14% $1,450 37% 33% $314 46%

Fullarton 45 17% $1,416 29% 30% $301 52%

Goodwood 38 18% $1,650 28% 35% $316 43%

Highgate 37 20% $1,805 34% 19% $330 37%

Hyde Park 41 16% $2,028 31% 28% $352 34%

Kings Park 51 10% $1,312 25% 18% $290 47%

Malvern 46 12% $2,220 33% 18% $358 22%

Millswood 43 8% $2,315 37% 13% $403 10%

Myrtle Bank 52 12% $1,384 28% 15% $296 42%

Parkside 37 15% $1,675 28% 36% $350 48%

Unley 39 18% $1,621 26% 37% $338 49%

Unley Park 42 8% $2,485 33% 19% $351 26%

Wayville 33 23% $1,714 24% 45% $323 63%

Unley LGA 41 17% $1,629 29% 30% $321 43%

Greater Adelaide 39 17% $1,261 35% 28% $288 26%

Source: profile.id City of Unley*  A small part of Keswick is within the City of Unley and 
this has been included in the Wayville data by profile.id
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The analysis of suburbs highlights that 
there is a spread of age groups and 
family types across the City of Unley. 
Family oriented suburbs adjoin suburbs 
with larger proportions of older adults 
or couples without children. 

As such, it will be important to provide a mix of  
open spaces, facilities and services across the  
City to cater for different age groups and interests.  
It would not be appropriate for the City of Unley to 
only focus on one age or family group in different 
parts of the City as Council needs to support the 
diversity of the City.  This is consistent with the  
City of Unley’s position as an age friendly community 
including the continued focus on intergenerational 
activities and access for all.

Social Implications of Suburb Profiles
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Trend Considerations
Key trends relating to social needs and the social implications that could influence 
service provision are considered below. 

Focus Social Trend Social Implications

Population growth 
and density

•  Urbanisation and infill development is 
occurring across Australia, particularly in 
inner city areas such as the City of Unley. 
This will result in population growth and 
increased density 

•  The State Government is encouraging and 
supporting higher density developments 
as part of urbanisation to achieve targeted 
population growth.

•  The demand for community services and 
facilities will increase in accordance with 
population growth

•  Increasing housing density and population 
growth will place additional pressure on 
open spaces and the public realm. To 
compensate, open space and facilities 
should be good quality and the use of 
schools and open spaces outside the  
City of Unley should be considered  
to cater for community needs.

Ageing population •  Babies born today have the highest 
estimated life expectancy ever recorded 
in Australia. The life expectancy in South 
Australia in 2015 was 80.3 years for males 
and 84.4 years for females (an increase  
of 2.2 years for males and 1 year for  
females since 2005). (ABS 2017)

•  The population in South Australia and across 
Australia is ageing with increasing proportions 
of ageing, older and elderly adults. This is 
influenced by the increase in life  
expectancy and the ageing baby boomers.

•  It will be important to continue to provide 
services to ageing and older adults 
including a focus on:

 –  Encouraging active and healthy ageing  
to minimise health risks

 –  Supporting people with a disability 
associated with ageing, recognising 
that cities designed for older people  
suit the needs of the whole community 

 –  Providing accessible and walkable 
open spaces and facilities to support 
use by older adults

 –  Providing community transport to 
support older adults to remain active  
in the community.
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Focus Social Trend Social Implications

Generational 
differences

•  Generations differ due to their environment 
and life experiences, education and 
technology opportunities, and the previous 
generation’s approach to parenting.  

•  There are seven generations currently  
living in Australia including:

 – Federation Generation (1901-1924)
 – Builders (1925-1945)
 – Boomers (1946-1964)
 – Generation X (1965-1979)
 – Generation Y (1980-1994)
 – Generation Z (1995-2009)
 – Generation Alpha (born from 2010)

•  According to social researchers, each 
generation has distinct characteristics and 
attitudes that will influence the economy, 
demography and geography of Australia.  
In general:

 –  The Federation generation and Builders 
are more silent and accepting

 –  The Boomers have high expectations  
and focus on quality of life

 –  Generation X seek options and answers
 –  Generation Y seeks information  

and instant gratification
 –  Generation Z is technology focused  

and futuristic
 –  Generation Alpha is  

potentially materialistic

•  The above characteristics will create 
different interests and approaches to life 
that should be considered when planning  
for facilities and services.

Family trends •  The characteristics of families are diverse 
due to various factors and trends including:

 –  Children staying at home for longer while 
they gain an education or save money

 –  Parents being cared for in the  
family home

 –  Young couples delaying having children
 –  People living alone  

(older and younger adults)
 –  Older couples remaining in their home 
 –  One parent caring for children alone

•  Community services and programs should 
be designed to meet diverse family needs 
and cater for a range of age groups and 
family situations.

Multiculturalism •  Australia, including South Australia is 
becoming more multicultural with increasing 
proportions of people born in non-English 
speaking countries and people arriving from 
a greater diversity of countries. In 2016, 
17.2% of the City of Unley population was 
born in a non-English speaking country.

•  There may be a need for specialised 
services that support new immigrants  
from non-English speaking countries, 
including information and opportunities  
for people to communicate and connect 
with the wider community.
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Trend Considerations continued

Focus Social Trend Social Implications

Health and  
wellbeing

•  An increasing emphasis is being placed on 
community health and wellbeing through 
State Government and Local Council 
programs and services.  Opportunities 
for communities to participate in physical 
activity, eat healthily and socially connect 
are being provided and promoted

•  There is a trend towards healthy eating, 
particularly where communities have higher 
incomes and education. This includes 
a trend towards organic eating, people 
growing their own fruit and vegetables  
and people visiting farmers markets in  
urban and rural environments

•  Despite the promotion of health and well-
being, overweight and obesity issues are 
being experienced by adults and children.  
ABS data and Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare reporting highlight  
that nationally in 2014-15:

 –  63% of people 15 years and over were 
overweight or obese (an increase of  
7% since 1995)

 –  28% of people 15 years and over were 
obese (an increase of 19% since 1995)

 –  26% of children aged 5-14 years were 
overweight or obese.

•  It will be important for Local Government 
and community groups to contribute to  
and promote initiatives that aim to  
increase physical activity, and community 
health and wellbeing

•  The high obesity levels nationally suggest 
there is a need to increase promotions  
and programs that encourage healthy 
lifestyles including through exercise  
and healthy eating

•  Opportunities for food production, 
community gardens, farmers markets  
and other initiatives that support  
and promote healthy eating should  
continue to be supported.

Independent  
living

•  The Commonwealth Department of  
Health states that many older Australians 
want to stay in their own homes for as  
long as they can. The Department estimates 
that by 2050, over 3.5 million Australians  
will access aged care each year, with 
around 80 per cent of the services being 
delivered in the community. Home support 
and home care packages have been 
developed to support this.

•  People living in their own home for longer 
will increase the demand for home based 
services including aged care packages, 
medical and nursing support, community 
bus services, mobile library services, meals 
at home opportunities, gardening and 
maintenance support and other welfare 
services 

•  With people living independently as older 
adults, there is a risk of social isolation. 
Opportunities to connect older people to 
others in the community should continue to 
be provided and may need to be increased.



33

Focus Social Trend Social Implications

Work force  
changes

•  The approach to work and employment 
continues to be a diverse and changing 
environment with:

 –  An increasing focus on part time  
and flexible work hours with a desire  
for work-life balance

 –  Continued strong numbers of women in 
the work force 

 –  Expansion of the retirement age for 
government pensions

 –  People continuing to work into their 60’s, 
70’s and beyond (including through part 
time options and self-employment)

 –  Changing career opportunities  
e.g. community services  
versus manufacturing.

•  Work force changes and trends  
could create demand for:

 –  Training and skills development  
to support career changes

 –  Child care to support parents  
in the work force

 –  Flexible facilities and programs  
to reflect hours worked

•  If people continue to work in their later years 
they could have less time for recreation, social 
connection and volunteerism. This highlights 
the need for flexible activity opportunities 
including flexible and one-off or occasional 
opportunities for people to volunteer.

Technology •  Technological change has continued at a 
rapid pace with new inventions and systems 
that enable people to communicate, share 
information, build knowledge and create 
work and art and through technology.  
Technological change is referred to as 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution, with 
an unprecedented speed of change 
and significant economic and social 
implications. Artificial intelligence is being 
seen as a future revolution

•  Many households and individuals have 
access to the internet, mobile devices 
such as smartphones and tablets, and 
social media outlets.  This increases the 
opportunities to communicate with and 
service people within communities.

•  It will be important to keep abreast with 
technological change and trends including:

 –  Providing training to the community  
on the use of new technology

 –  Engaging with the community  
through social media

 –  Adopting efficient methods for service 
bookings and payments using technology

 –  Providing Wi-Fi in public places
 –  Using new technology to improve services
 –  Identifying other technology opportunities 

as they arise on an ongoing basis.
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Trend Considerations continued

Focus Social Trend Social Implications

Community  
service trends

•  There is increasing demand for community 
services particularly relating to aged care, 
nursing, child care and welfare support 
including youth services and mental health 
support. This will create demand  
for related services and quality and  
trained professionals in the sector.

•  Obtaining quality staff and providing training 
will be important to achieve effective 
community services

•  A greater number of volunteers may  
be required to support community  
and welfare services and programs.

The environment •  Climate change is as a key issue that 
requires adaptation and mitigation 
strategies such as:

 –  Establishing drought tolerant trees  
and plants in streets and open spaces

 –  Providing shade around recreation areas, 
streets and market places

 –  Adopting water sensitive urban design 
practices and managing water usage

 –  Achieving energy efficiency through 
renewable energy and efficient design

 –  Reducing pollution and urban heat  
island impacts

•  Tree canopies are being increased  
across Australia and globally to contribute 
to cleaner air, cool streets and buildings,  
and enhance the appeal and livability  
of urban settings.

•  An ongoing program of tree planting, 
maintenance and replacement will be 
required to ensure vegetation is appropriate 
for the climatic conditions, increase tree 
canopy and provide shade

•  Opportunities for adopting water sensitive 
urban design practices, managing water use 
and increasing energy efficiency should be 
identified and achieved over time for Council 
open spaces, facilities and buildings. 
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