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Notice is hereby given pursuant to the 
provisions of the Local Government Act, 
1999, that the next Meeting of the 
Business and Economic Development 
Advisory Committee will be held in the 
Council Chambers, 181 Unley Road Unley 
on 
 
 
 
Wednesday 09 August 2023   
 
 
for the purpose of considering the items 
included on the Agenda. 
 
 

 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
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MEMBERS 
 
Presiding Member Abrahimzadeh 
Councillor S Finos 
Councillor D Palmer 
Independent Member Goddard 
Independent Member Della-Torre 
Independent Member McNally 
Independent Member Sheehan 
Independent Member Hammett 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Ngadlurlu tampinthi, ngadlu Kaurna yartangka inparrinthi. Ngadlurlu parnuku tuwila 
yartangka tampinthi. 

Ngadlurlu Kaurna Miyurna yaitya yarta-mathanya Wama Tarntanyaku tampinthi. 
Parnuku yailtya, parnuku tapa purruna yalarra puru purruna.* 

We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the traditional 
lands for the Kaurna people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with 
their country.  

We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the traditional custodians of the 
Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to 
the living Kaurna people today. 
*Kaurna Translation provided by Kaurna Warra Karrpanthi 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

ITEM PAGE NO 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

1.1 APOLOGIES 
Nil  

1.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Nil  

1.3 CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Members to advise if they have any material, actual or perceived 
conflict of interest in any Items in this Agenda and a Conflict of 
Interest Disclosure Form is to be submitted. 

1.4 MINUTES 

Nil 

1.5 DEFERRED / ADJOURNED ITEMS 
Nil 

 

2. REPORTS 

2.1 Current State of the City of Unley Economy 5 

2.2 Business Survey 56 

2.3 Business and Economic Development Advisory Committee Draft 
Work Plan (2023 - 2024) 78  
   

3. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Wednesday 18 October 2023 - 5.30pm 
 
Council Chambers, 181 Unley Road Unley  
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INFORMATION REPORT 
  
REPORT TITLE: CURRENT STATE OF THE CITY OF UNLEY 

ECONOMY 
ITEM NUMBER: 2.1 
DATE OF MEETING: 09 AUGUST 2023 
AUTHOR: DONNA GRIFFITHS, MANAGER ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT & STRATEGIC PROJECTS  
DIVISION: OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. STATE OF THE CITY OF UNLEY 

ECONOMY    
  

1. PURPOSE 

To provide Committee Members with annual statistics on the state of our 
economy. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The report be received. 
 
 
3. RELEVANT CORE STRATEGIES – FOUR YEAR DELIVERY PLAN 

4. Civic Leadership 
4.1 We have strong leadership and governance. 

4. BACKGROUND 

The Economic Development Growth Strategy (2021 – 2025) was endorsed 
by Council in 2020.  It sets out a whole-of-city approach to economic 
growth to influence a vibrant and successful local economy that reflects 
the quality of life, environmental principles and values of the community.  A 
key focus for the strategy is a holistic approach to increase population and 
number of jobs within the City and to support sustainable business growth. 
 
It has five objectives: 

1. Civic Leadership – a whole of city approach to facilitate and 
promote business growth and investment ensuring desirability of 
the City of Unley as a business destination. 
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2. People and Places – Support growth through quality development 
that builds on the City’s liveability and aligns with environmental 
principles. 

3. Destination and Investment – Increase employment opportunities 
through recognition of the City of Unley as a business destination 
and place to invest. 

4. Business Sustainability – Enable business growth and prosperity. 
5. Connected and Activated Precincts – Business precincts are 

vibrant, activated and connected. 
 
The strategy reflects Council’s commitment to economic growth, assisting and 
supporting the business sector, strengthening the local economy, and ensuring 
the City of Unley is known as a great place to do business. 

5. DISCUSSION 

The City of Unley subscribes to the Economy ID product. The product is 
designed to tell the story of the local economy, identify its strengths and 
model the impact of economic development initiatives through an online 
local economic profile and impact modelling tools. The product costs 
$15,000 per year.  

The City of Unley is using this tool to monitor progress against the 
strategy. In particular, what success looks like in 2025: 

• 5% increase in population (off track) 

• $900 M in development investment (on track) 

• 3% employment growth (on track) 

• 5% increase in employing businesses (on track). 

A presentation on the Current State of the Local Economy is attached.  

6. REPORT AUTHORISERS 

Name Title 
Peter Tsokas Chief Executive Officer 
Kathryn Goldy Principal Governance Officer 
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INFORMATION REPORT 
  
REPORT TITLE: BUSINESS SURVEY 
ITEM NUMBER: 2.2 
DATE OF MEETING: 09 AUGUST 2023 
AUTHOR: DONNA GRIFFITHS, MANAGER ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT & STRATEGIC PROJECTS  
DIVISION: OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. BUSINESS SURVEY BRIEFING   

2. DRAFT BUSINESS SURVEY    
  

1. PURPOSE 

To provide members with the proposed methodology, instrument and 
promotion of the Business Survey. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The report be received. 
 
 
3. RELEVANT CORE STRATEGIES – FOUR YEAR DELIVERY PLAN 

4. Civic Leadership 
4.1 We have strong leadership and governance. 

4. BACKGROUND 

The Economic Development Growth Strategy (2021-2025) reflects 
Council’s commitment to economic growth, assisting and supporting the 
business sector, strengthening the local economy, and ensuring the City of 
Unley is known as a great place to do business.  
 
The Strategy provides five objectives for economic growth, reflecting 
feedback from Council and the business community, framed by the City of 
Unley’s Community Plan 2033 and the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide. 
 
The first objective is the provision of Civic Leadership in Economic 
Development. A whole of city approach to facilitate and promote business 
growth and investment ensuring desirability of the City of Unley as a 
business destination. 
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This business survey delivers on action item 1.2.4 – Conduct a biennial 
business survey to understand business needs. It supports the outcome of 
fostering networks and relationships to maintain an understanding of 
business needs and economic drivers. 

5. DISCUSSION 

In June 2023, Intuito (a local market research organisation) was engaged 
to undertake a Business Survey for the City of Unley. The cost of the 
engagement is $30,000.   

The scope of work for this project includes the following tasks: 
 
1. Develop a comprehensive survey instrument that will collect data on 

the current economic and business environment in the City of Unley. 
2. Conduct a survey of local businesses and residents using the 

developed survey instrument. 
3. Analyse the survey data to identify key trends, issues, and 

opportunities related to economic development in the City of Unley. 
4. Prepare a report that summarises the survey findings and provides 

recommendations for action. 
5. Present the survey findings and recommendations to the City of Unley. 

 
Proposed key milestones for the project include: 
 
• 25 June 2023 – Initial Concept Design 
• 25 and 26 July 2023 – Focus groups were held 
• 30 July 2023 - Draft Business Survey developed and socialised 

internally 
• 9 August 2023 – Review of draft survey by the Business and Economic 

Development Advisory Committee 
• 11 August 2023 – All feedback to be incorporated into final survey 
• 15 August 2023 – Build the survey and create the promotion campaign 
• 28 August 2023 – Digitally launch the business survey 
• 1 September 2023 – Business Survey is open and field work starts 
• 30 September 2023 – Business Survey is closed at 5pm 
• 1 – 12 October 2023 – Analysis and report writing 
• 18 October 2023 – Draft report and base line data to be supplied to 

BEDAC. 
 
Proposed promotional activities include: 
 
• One social media post per week for four weeks 
• Field workers will walk key precincts to obtain feedback on Ipads 
• A letter from the Mayor to the business database (approximately 4000 

businesses) 
• A letter from the Presiding Member of BEDAC as a staged approach to 

businesses 
• Unley Magazine 
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• Postcards will be printed with QR codes to the survey and these will be 
left at businesses and coworking spaces 

• Promotion through our partners including Southern Business 
Connections, Business SA, Find Your Everything and Mainstreet 
marketing agencies. 

 
Intuito will provide a presentation to Members providing high level feedback 
from the focus groups and will seek strategic feedback on the draft survey 
instrument.  
 
This survey will provide invaluable base line data and business community 
insights that will assist us to create the next Economic Development Growth 
Strategy for 2025 - 2029.   
 
It is expected that the next business survey will be undertaken in 2025.  
 
 
6. REPORT AUTHORISERS 

Name Title 
Peter Tsokas Chief Executive Officer 
Kathryn Goldy Principal Governance Officer 
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INFORMATION REPORT 
  
REPORT TITLE: BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE DRAFT WORK PLAN 
(2023 - 2024) 

ITEM NUMBER: 2.3 
DATE OF MEETING: 09 AUGUST 2023 
AUTHOR: DONNA GRIFFITHS, MANAGER ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT & STRATEGIC PROJECTS  
DIVISION: OFFICE OF THE CEO 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. DRAFT WORKPLAN 2023/2024    
  

1. PURPOSE 

To provide a draft Work Plan for 2023 to 2024 from the July workshop.  
 

2. RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The report be received. 
 
 
3. RELEVANT CORE STRATEGIES – FOUR YEAR DELIVERY PLAN 

4. Civic Leadership 
4.1 We have strong leadership and governance. 

4. BACKGROUND 

The Business and Economic Development Advisory Committee (BEDAC) 
has been formed to provide strategic advice to Council in relation to the 
growth and development of the Unley economy and the general business 
environment.  The Committee also provides advice and input on effective 
policies regarding business and economic growth.  
 
The Committee was formed on 27 March 2023 and will expire on 27 March 
2025.  It comprises two Elected Members and six independent 
representatives.  The Committee has no delegated decision-making power 
from Council.  All recommendations made by the Committee will be put to 
Council for consideration. 



 

Page 79 of Business and Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 09 August 2023 

5. DISCUSSION 

Since the formation, the Committee has looked to create a solid workplan 
for 2023 and 2024, including a forward calendar of meetings and business 
events. 

A workshop was held in July 2023 to support the creation of a work plan.  
It was an opportunity for members to understand the current strategy, 
identify current opportunities and challenges and prioritise activities from a 
strategic perspective.    

A draft work plan is attached for discussion and refinement by the 
Committee.  This work plan outlines key projects, meetings and business 
events to either support the strategic delivery of the current strategy or 
help to inform the next strategy.  

Given this work plan, it is expected that a draft of the Economic 
Development Growth Strategy (2025 – 2029) will be developed by the 
Committee by December 2024 for Council’s consideration in early 2025.   

Key proposed milestones include: 

• BEDAC - Monitor and review the existing strategy; plus undertake 
strategic research.  – August to December 2023. 

• BEDAC - Ideation of new strategy – February to November 2024. 

• BEDAC - Draft Strategy to be developed – December 2024. 

• Council review of draft strategy and endorse community consultation – 
January 2025. 

• BEDAC - Community consultation on strategy – February to March 
2025. 

• BEDAC - Refine the strategy and recommend to Council - May 2025. 

• Launch of new Economic Development Growth Strategy (2025 – 2029) 
- June 2025. 

 
6. REPORT AUTHORISERS 

Name Title 
Peter Tsokas Chief Executive Officer 
Kathryn Goldy Principal Governance Officer 
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