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1. PREAMBLE

1.1 Council will endeavour to improve car parking accessibility, usability, efficiency and 
traffic movement for commercial precincts.

2. SCOPE

2.1 The amalgamation of privately owned car parks will only be considered for Council 
funding when there is clear demonstration of one or more of the following benefits:

 creating additional car parks; 

 improving traffic movement efficiencies (i.e. side street to side street); 

 increasing public awareness of underutilised car parks; and 

 consistency of equitable application

3. POLICY PURPOSE/OBJECTIVES 

3.1 The policy guides Council’s intent to encourage landowners to amalgamate privately 
owned rear car parks to improve the accessibility to Unley Mainstreet Precincts.

3.2 Council should play a coordinator / facilitator role to implement the long-term objective 
of improving car park accessibility and benefits which are realised by the 
amalgamation of privately owned rear car parks adjacent the Mainstreet Precincts.

3.3 The policy considers the following objectives:
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 accessibility;

 equitable system;

 safety; and

 improved efficiencies.

3.4 The policy aims to provide a clear process for stakeholders to understand the steps 
involved. 

3.5 The policy provides a transparent and equitable methodology for determining the level 
of support a landowner can expect from Council as an incentive to participate. 

3.6 This policy is based on cooperation between individual landowners and Council. 

4. DEFINITIONS

4.1 Not applicable.

5. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

5.1 Coordinator Business and Economic Development.

5.2 This policy will be reviewed on a three (3) yearly cycle, with particular attention to:

 the effectiveness of the policy in achieving its desired outcomes;

 the extent to which the policy provisions have been taken up; and

 the overall management of the policy.

6. POLICY STATEMENT

6.1 There will be no property acquisition or discriminatory outcomes (i.e. blocking acces) 
under this policy.

6.2 Incentives may include:

 a percentage payment contribution to the cost associated with car park 
resurfacing treatment;

 a percentage payment contribution to undertake or redo car park line marking;

 additional signage including Council supplied digital signage indicating the 
number of car park spaces available to main street commuters;

 entering into a Land Management Agreement (LMA) with Council to share the 
use of the car park and enforce new parking time limits following the 
implementation of such controls to deter all day city commuter parking;

 Council producing and distributing a parking map for the residents and visitors 
to assist and promote the business tenants of the subject site to attract new 
customers based on an increased awareness of easy accessibility; and

 applying discounts on general rates for the term of the agreement.

6.3 The attached framework outlines the procedures associated with the policy to 
encourage landowners to amalgamate privately owned rear car parks (see Attachment 
1).
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7. POLICY DELEGATIONS

7.1 Information regarding the sub-delegated powers and duties is contained in Council’s 
Delegations Register.

8. LEGISLATION

 Private Parking Areas Act 1986
 Local Government Act 1999

9. AVAILABILITY OF POLICY

9.1 The Policy is available for public inspection during normal office hours at:

The Civic Centre,

181 Unley Road, Unley SA 5061.

A copy may be purchased for a fee as determined annually by Council.

It is also available for viewing, download and printing free of charge from the Council’s 
website www.unley.sa.gov.au. 

10. DOCUMENT HISTORY

Date Ref/Version No. Comment
22 July 2013 C820/13: V1
26 Oct 2015 C290/15: V2
28 October 2019 C0117/19:V3
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ATTACHMENT 1

Procedure Framework – Car Park Amalgamation / Efficiency Gains

1. Site identified
By either - Trader Association / Administration 
/ Elected Member / Landowner / business 
owner / member of community

3. Undertake detailed Case  
Study

-  apply rate discount modelling
 - estimate cost of 

infrastructure improvements / 
work

-  summarise impact to Council
-  Case study compiled (as per 

attachment 2 to report item 
58/12)

5. Recommendation to 
Council via UBED 
Committee

Council decision

Additional actions prior 
to implementation:

- Determine step 2 
criteria to proceed or 
not proceed to step 3 
(tick boxes)

- Determine 
responsible agents 
/officers

- Set up car park 
register

2. Preliminary Site Analysis
- Potential gain / loss of car park 
spaces?
- Positive evaluation of traffic flow 
efficiencies /   disruption?
- Does new design comply with Aust 
.road rules?
- In principle agreement landowners 
involved?

- Comment from traffic 

PROCEED

Record site as 
investigated on 

car park register. 

NO FURTHER 
ACTION

DON’T PROCEED with 
Amalgamation but consider 

signage

DON’T PROCEED

4. Commence ‘without 
prejudice’ 
negotiations with 
landowners to seek 
support.

Record site as 
investigated on car 
park register. 

NO FURTHER 
ACTION

PROCEED

- Finalise Landowner 
negotiations

- Draft Land Management 
Agreements

- Add to car park register

Plan project:
- Budget infrastructure works
- Finance dept re rate 

adjustments 
- Signage installed
- Add to car park map
- Register agreements

Undertake works:
COMPLETE
Review agreement 12 months prior to 
expiry
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